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Background 

The HELCOM Science Agenda Task Group has through a number of meetings and the development of a 

proposal to HELCOM 41-2020 agreed on the general outline and topics to be covered by the Science 

Agenda. This document summarizes the agreed structure, the latest decision based on the outcome of 

HELCOM 41-2020, and the updated guidance on how to prepare a priority topic and associated highlighted 

science needs.  

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and agree on the guidance for development of text 

and update the document as appropriate.  
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Outline of the Science Agenda 
The following general outline was presented to HELCOM 41-2020 with no specific requests for revision: 

1) Introduction;  

• Purpose (why is HELCOM developing a science agenda, who is the target audience) 

• Process (who participated, how were the priority areas identified) 

2) HELCOM science needs 

a. Biodiversity 

i. Priorty topic 1, highlights 

ii. Priority topic 2, highlights 

iii. .... 

b. Human dimension 

i. Priority topic 1, highlights 

ii. Priority topic 2, highlights 

iii. .... 

c. Holistic approaches 

i. Priority topic 1, highlights 

ii. Priority topic 2, highlights 

iii. .... 

3) How the science agenda can be implemented 

• A reflection on external processes that could support the implementation of the science agenda 

Annexes 

- Mapping type of research needs vs priority topic 

- Specification of highlights, e.g. providing links to HELCOM agreements and activities, providing links 

to DPSIR concept 

Supplementary material 

- Survey results 

 

Proposed priority topics 

A preliminary proposal on priority topics for the Science Agenda was presented to HELCOM 41-2020 based 

on an evaluation existing HELCOM agreement documents and strategies. HELCOM 41-2020 indicated that 

the list of topics should be prioritized more stringently. During the online meeting of the Science Agenda TG 

to follow-up on HELCOM 41, 9 March 2020, the list of priority topics was shortened and tentatively agreed 

as in Table 1.  

Table 1 also indicates the offers on lead countries for the drafting of texts for the Science Agenda. It can be 

noted that the topic ‘Cumulative impacts’ is lacking a lead and that the Polish representative in the Science 

Agenda TG has resigned and no replacement has been identified. Poland has submitted a first draft on 

‘Non-indigenous species’ but will not be able to work further on this topic and Underwater Noise is also 

lacking a lead country. 
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Table 1. Lead countries for the drafting of texts for the Science Agenda as of 14 April 2020. 

Section/Topics Lead, Co-lead 
Introduction  ALL; Secretariat first draft 

1. Biodiversity  

• 1.1 Species  Latvia 

• 1.2 Habitats Germany 

• 1.3 Foodwebs  Latvia 

• 1.4 Conservation Germany 

2. Human 
dimension 

 

• 2.1 Climate 
change  

Sweden 

• 2.2 Eutrophication  Sweden, Russia, Finland 

• 2.3 Hazardous 
substances  

Sweden, Finland 

• 2.4 Marine Litter  Russia, Finland 

• 2.5 Underwater 
noise  

[Poland – not available], Germany 

• 2.6 Non 
Indigenous 
Species  

[Poland – 1st draft] 

• 2.7 Shipping Germany 

• 2.8 Fisheries Germany 

• 2.9 Cumulative 
effects 

NO LEAD 

3. Holistic 
approaches 

 

• 3.1 ESA  Latvia 

• 3.2 Ecosystem 
approach 

Germany 

Financing possibilities ALL; Secretariat first draft 

 

Updated guidance for prepared draft text for topics 
The guidance for preparing text for priority topics is based on the outcome third online meeting of the 

Science Agenda Task Group, 9 March 2020, and updated by the Secretariat. The guidance was circulated to 

the Science Agenda TG 7 April 2020 via e-mail. 

What to include under a topic: 
- each priority topic is briefly described in terms of why it is a priority topic as well as to mention 

science needs in broader terms. Links to key HELCOM strategies on the topic could be mentioned. 

- the general text is followed by more specific ‘highlights’, drawing from the survey of knowledge and 

science needs but summarizing and merging proposals from the contributions as suitable. The 

Science Agenda TG can also complement the survey but additions should be discussed jointly by 

the Group. 

o 3-8 highlights could be identified for each priority topic. 

o sub-titles to the highlights can be used to structure different type of knowledge and science 

needs. 
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o recall that texts in the main part of the science agenda should have a relatively long shelf-

life (10 years) while specific examples can be given in the annexes which are planned to be 

updated more frequently.  

o highlights should be formulated as knowledge/research needs (i.e. not as actions e.g. 

“assess”, “monitor”). 

- maximum space for a priority topic is 1 page, in layout format for printing. 

How to select highlights: 
- Focus on identified applied knowledge needs for management of the marine environment 

- Focus on proposals with a clear link to the implementation of HELCOM agreement and strategies 

- Focus on knowledge needs from a regional perspective 

 

What to address under Biodiversity vs Human dimension: 
- Sections on Species, Habitats and Food webs to focus on e.g. interactions between species, 

habitats, and their abiotic and biotic environment, biological impacts of pressures and activities, 

knowledge to support development of indicators and status assessment, direct measures to 

improve species and habitats (e.g. restoration, reintroduction). 

- Sections on pressures and activities (Human dimension) to focus on e.g. knowledge to assess 

status of pressures and distribution/extent of activities, input and sources of pressures, 

knowledge needed to develop measures to reduce pressures and to evaluate effectiveness of 

measures. 

 

Recollection of open issues 
During the course of work the Science Agenda TG has also discussed the following: 

- whether climate change should be placed as a topic under ‘Human dimension’ or rather be 

addressed through an overarching title along with Biodiversity, Human dimension and Holistic 

approaches. The online meeting held 9 March agreed that Sweden as a lead on Climate change will 

start drafting the text and that the placement of this topics will be agreed at a later stage.  

 

- the issue of ghost nets could according to the current list of topics either be sorted under ‘Marine 

litter’ or ‘Fisheries’. The placement of knowledge needs related to ghost nets will be agreed at a 

later stage and irrespective of placement there should be a cross-reference between the topics. 

 

- topics that were ‘deselected’ in the process of prioritizing topics more strongly (infrastructure, 

hunting, MSP, ecosystem function and dynamics) were instead proposed to be addressed under 

other topics as relevant (see Annex 1 of the Notes from 9 March). 

 

- whether to highlight short-term vs long-term knowledge needs. All knowledge needs that will be 

highlighted in the Science Agenda are needed within an upcoming 10-year period to support the 

implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. However, it would be useful to indicate if some of the 

knowledge needs could be realized within a relatively short time-frame e.g. to support the 

implemented of the HOLAS III assessment. The online meeting held 9 March agreed to identify 

knowledge needs that could be implemented in the short-term in the supplementary material, as 

far as feasible.  

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/Shared%20Documents/Notes%20from%20meetings/Notes%20Science%20Agenda%20TG%20to%20follow%20up%20on%20HELCOM%2041,%209%20March%202020.pdf
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- the latest update of the time-table to prepare draft Science Agenda for HOD 58-2020, circulate 7 

April 2020: 

- draft texts on all components of the science agenda to be prepared asap and by 7 April at 

the latest (original deadline was 13 March) 

- provide comments to the existing draft text on the workspace by 7 April 2020. The 

secretariat will provide comments to all contributions received. For others that wish to 

comment at this time: download the respective file from the workspace and provide your 

views and proposals using track changes and/or commenting function; return the 

document by e-mail to ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi with your initials added to the file. Note 

that for texts on ‘Species’ and ‘Introduction’ new versions are coming up so you may want 

to await that version before commenting. 

- updated versions, based on the comments received, to be prepared by lead/co-lead 

countries and submitted to the secretariat by 17 April (earlier if possible but due to Easter 

I believe this date is more realistic) 

- secretariat to prepare a consolidated version of the science agenda by 20 April: this will 

be first “full draft” of the science agenda and will be important for the whole task group to 

read and consider 

- science agenda task group to read and comment the consolidated version by 24 April 

- online meeting 30 April 9-12 CET to discuss the consolidated version  

- updated text prepared by lead/co-lead countries so that a consolidated document for 

HOD can be prepared by 8 May for circulation within the Group before submission 

(document deadline 18 May) 
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